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Family and Distribution
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Commonly known as Perpetual Begonia, Begonia cucullata var. hookeri belongs
to the family of Begoniaceae and genus of Begonia. It includes a variety of
perennial herbs native to tropical and subtropical regions, ranging from natural
species and varieties to hybrids and cultivars. According to the Royal Botanic
Garden Edinburgh, the count total for this species was over 2 000 in May 2022.
A variety of Begonia cucullata Willd. (Wax Begonia), Begonia cucullata var.
hookeri is a succulent perennial herb native to Brazil which is extensively found
across tropical and subtropical regions.
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“ Form and Characteristics
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Begonia cucullata var. hookeri is a fibrous rooted perennial herb. It has green
or red succulent stems and grows to a height ranging from 15cm to 45cm. Its
succulent glossy leaves, rounded or cordate in shape, are dark green or brownish
green in colour, with red undersides and ciliated margins. It flowers virtually
all year round, blooming from autumn through to spring. Both staminate and
pistillate flowers growing on the same plant come in such colours as red, pink or
white. Shaped like capsules with three wings, its fruits become brown in colour
when ripe, bearing numerous seeds.
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Growth Habit and Maintenance
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Begonia cucullata var. hookeri thrives in fertile, loose, well-drained, humus-rich
and slightly acidic loam soil with a pH value ranging from 6 to 6.5. The optimal
growth temperature is between 15°C and 25°C. Its growth requires sufficient
sunlight and daylight, but not full sun. When planting, good ventilation should
be maintained to lower the temperature around so as to prevent the plant from
wilting. Regular watering is required to provide water during its growth and
flowering. It is advisable to apply fertilisers at more frequent intervals yet in
smaller quantities. While nitrogen fertilisers should

be applied to the plants during the growth of

seedlings, phosphate and potassium
fertilisers may be added on s
the eve of the flowering ==~
season.
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Propagation
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Begonia cucullata var. hookeri can be propagated by seed sowing or cutting
(leaf or stem). Germinating better in good daylight, the seeds should by no
means be covered with topsoil. The optimal germination temperature ranges
from 15°C to 20°C. Keep the medium moist, while avoiding full sun after
sowing. Propagation by leaf or stem cuttings may be conducted from spring
to autumn. For leaf cutting, mature leaves with a petiole are used
by inserting the petiole into a clean medium. For stem
cutting, cuttings with three nodes are taken from
mature stems, with the lower end of each
piece being inserted into a propagation
medium to a depth of about one-
third of length. The medium
should be kept moist and
placed in partial shades
pending emergence
of new shoots and
development of
seedlings.
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Prevention and Treatment of Pests and Diseases
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Begonias are susceptible to such infestations as eelworms, scale insects, mites,
thrips, aphids and snails, while vulnerable to root rot, grey mould, mildew, virus
and bacteria. Any infected plants should be dug up and destroyed immediately.
The best solutions to prevent pests and diseases are to avoid growing the plant
in a hot and humid environment; to enhance ventilation; to remove any withered

parts of the plant; to water and apply fertilisers in a proper manner; as well as to
maintain good ventilation after watering.
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Horticultural Application and Economic Value
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Begonias are of a very high ornamental value. In addition to being commonly
cultivated as garden, floral bed or potted plants, they are a medicinal herb which
can be used to remove heat, detoxify the body, as well as cure cough caused by
lung heat.
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